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(54) TOUCH PANEL INPUT DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent the display definition of a display 
device in the backward of an operating panel from being 
lowered, by constituting a device in such a way that the 
operating panel, a means which detects a position on the 
operating panel optically, and a means which detects the 
motion of the operating panel generated by the operation of 
an operating body are provided, and plural kinds of inputs 
are performed at plural positions on the operating panel. 
CONSTITUTION: The timing of an operating input is 
detected by the travel of the operating panel 4 detected at 
a microswitch 6, and an operating input position is detected 
by an optical scan system consisting of light emitting 
elements 1x and 1y and light receiving elements 2x and 2y. 
Since the operating panel 4 is constituted of a transparent 
material, it is possible to visualize the display of a display 
device 7 through the operating panel 4. When the operating 
panel 4 is operated, since the operating panel 4 is moved, 
and the microswitch 6 is operated via the operating panel 4, 
it is possible to give an appropriate timing on an operation, 
thereby, a comfortable input operation can be obtained. 
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